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Town of Sewall’s Point 

       Minutes of Regular Meeting 
June 22, 2010 

 
Present:   Vice Mayor Thurlow-Lippisch, Cmsrs. Bausch and Schoppe, and Town Manager Kellogg, 

Attorney Torcivia, and Chief Cerniglia  
Absent: Mayor Klingensmith, Cmsr. Busha 
         
1. Call to Order – Vice Mayor Thurlow-Lippisch called the Meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. and asked if 

there were any changes to the agenda.  Cmsr. Bausch asked to include with the minutes, the memo 
re. changes made.  Hearing no other changes, a motion was made by Cmsr. Bausch, seconded by 
Cmsr. Schoppe to approve the agenda as noted.  All in favor. (3-0)    
In Favor:  Bausch, Schoppe, and Thurlow-Lippisch        
 Opposed:  None 

 
2. Comments from the public on topics not on the agenda – None 

 
3. Public Hearings & Presentations:  

a. Representative Adam Fetterman - Representing District 81 which includes Sewall’s Point, 
Jensen Beach, Rio, Palm City, one-half of Indian Town and Port St. Lucie, Rep. Fetterman said 
this was his first term in office and this legislative session had been difficult, especially for 
Florida.  Some of the issues discussed were: budget-most important; Sun Rail-not the right 
time to invest; agriculture-should be funded; sweeping of trust funds (voters asked to put 
money aside for specific reasons)-300 of which were ‘raided’. A Question/Answer period 
followed. Cmsr. Bausch asked how the State will generate revenue with a $5billion 
shortfall?  Sales tax and property values will be lower, Rep. Fetterman said, because of the 
oil crisis in the Gulf, unnecessary projects need to be reigned in; and fund only the most 
necessary and essential forms of government, i.e., fire safety, education, the sick, to name a 
few.  He also noted tax exemptions in Florida have never been reexamined, and should be. 
Conversation continued around jobs, the emptying of Lake Okeechobee and the sugar industry.  
Vice Mayor Thurlow-Lippisch thanked Rep. Fetterman for serving and gave him a copy of the 
Martin County legislative priorities for ’09-’10, saying it was important that he represent our 
interests in Indian River Lagoon, St. Lucie River Initiative, DCA, etc.  Resident Holland asked 
about insurance companies dropping clients and not having to give a full explanation.  Rep. 
Fetterman assured Mr. Holland that his office would look into his concern and get back to 
him. 

b. Martin County Economic Council - Executive Director Tammy Simoneau was unable to attend, 
therefore, Mr. Joe Capra provided an update via a Power Point presentation on the Martin 
County Consortium for Life Science and Research and Technology Advancement.  Their goal, 
he said, was to have a campus located in Martin County at Willoughby Cove where some of the 
existing buildings would be used along with Indian River College.   

c. Ordinance No. 356, Fence, Amending Chapter 82, Article IV, §82-276 - Second Reading and 
Adoption - Attorney Torcivia read Ordinance No. 356 into the record.  Cmsr. Schoppe made a 
motion to accept Ordinance No. 356.  Cmsr. Bausch questioned §82-276 (a) (2) where it indicated 
“ten” feet in height, but in (a) (8) it indicated “seven” feet in height and asked if this could be 
made consistent to prevent any questions.  Cmsr. Schoppe resubmitted his motion to reflect 
the change suggested by Cmsr. Bausch, seconded by Cmsr. Bausch.  All in favor. (3-0) 
In Favor:  Bausch, Schoppe, and Thurlow-Lippisch       

 Opposed:  None 
d. Ordinance No. 357, Amending Chapter 2 “Administration,” Article VI “Finance,” §2-261, 262 - 

Second Reading and Adoption - Attorney Torcivia read Ordinance No. 357 into the record.  
Cmsr. Bausch made a motion, seconded by Cmsr. Schoppe to accept Ordinance No. 357 as read.  
All in favor. (3-0) 
In Favor:  Bausch, Schoppe, and Thurlow-Lippisch       

 Opposed:  None 
e. Ordinance No. 358, Pain Clinic, First Reading - Attorney Torcivia read Ordinance No. 358 into 

the record.  Cmsr. Schoppe made a motion, seconded by Cmsr. Bausch to accept Ordinance No. 
358 for a first reading.  Resident Ella Ford said she did not think we (the Town) needed these 
ordinances and questioned how they actually became ordinances?  Cmsr. Schoppe explained 
this was discussed previously and a majority of the commissioners supported this ordinance.  A 
vote was taken, all in favor.  (3-0) 
In Favor:  Bausch, Schoppe, and Thurlow-Lippisch       

 Opposed:  None 
f. Ordinance No. 359, Fertilizer, First Reading - Attorney Torcivia read Ordinance No. 359 into 

the record.  There was discussion concerning this ordinance in which Cmsr. Schoppe said they 
did not expect the Chief [of Police] to go out looking for fertilizer encroachments, but 
rather let residents know this would be a priority for the Town, along with educating people 
of the critical nature of our waterways.  A question was raised by Cmsr. Bausch as to Sec. 22-
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215© “A voluntary six (6) foot low maintenance zone is strongly recommended  … “  and 
indicated that ten feet was previously discussed.  Town Manager Kellogg also noted that 
fertilizer information was included in the just-mailed Newsletter regarding fertilizing 
during the rainy season, etc.   The Commission directed Town Manager Kellogg to send out a 
copy of this ordinance to landscape companies servicing the residents of Sewall’s Point.  A 
motion was made by Cmsr. Schoppe, seconded by Cmsr. Bausch to approve Ordinance No. 359, 
Fertilizer, for a first reading and to change Sec. 22-215© to reflect “ten (10) feet.”  All in 
favor. (3-0)   
In Favor:  Bausch, Schoppe, and Thurlow-Lippisch       

 Opposed:  None 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4. Consent Agenda - A motion was made by Cmsr. Bausch, seconded by Cmsr. Schoppe to approve the 

consent agenda as amended.  All in favor. (3-0) 
In Favor:  Bausch, Schoppe, and Thurlow-Lippisch     

 Opposed:  None 
 

5. New Business: 
a. Resolution No. 708, Sustainable Communities - Attorney Torcivia read Resolution No. 708 into 

the record.  Several residents expressed concern over the content and what the outcome of 
such a resolution would be.  Suggestions were made by residents to bring in speakers to 
address this issue, pro and con, review Chapter 21, and the possible restrictions this 
resolution could cause.  Cmsr. Bausch made a motion, seconded by Cmsr. Schoppe to table this 
resolution.  All in favor. (3-0) 
In Favor:  Bausch, Schoppe, and Thurlow-Lippisch     

 Opposed:  None 
b. Resolution No. 709, Regional Transit Planning Organization (TPO) – Beth Beltram, 

Administrator for the Martin County Metropolitan Planning Organization, spoke at the 
meeting of June 8th and was again present to reiterate the process and reasoning behind 
establishing a Regional Transit Development Plan which included forming a regional transit 
organization.  She indicated the purpose of the RTO was to address public transit issues in 
Martin County (and St. Lucie), and noted the Town would have an elected official sit on the 
board, appointed by the Commission.  Residents articulated their trepidation over the 
establishment of an RTO and asked the commission to look into this further, and possibly have 
a workshop to help understand what an RTO would mean to the Town/community.   Cmsr. 
Schoppe explained, “We have a ‘universal need’, have an elderly population and if we find this 
isn’t right, we have 90 days to pull out.”  Cmsr. Bausch stated he was  “… in support of this 
resolution and it would allow us [Town] an equal vote to express concern about a new taxing 
authority.”  After continued discussion, Cmsr. Schoppe made a motion, seconded by Cmsr. 
Bausch to table this resolution until the next appropriate meeting.  All in favor. (3-0) 
In Favor:  Bausch, Schoppe, and Thurlow-Lippisch     
 Opposed:  None 

c. Approval of DiBartolomeo, McBee, Hartley & Barnes Audit of Town records for Fiscal Year 
2008-2009 – Town Manager Kellogg indicated he had reviewed the engagement letter with the 
firm and would recommend approval.  Cmsr. Schoppe made a motion, seconded by Cmsr. Bausch 
to approve the auditing firm of DiBartolomeo, McBee, Hartley & Barnes to perform an audit of 
Town records for Fiscal Year 2009-2009.  All in favor. (3-0) 
In Favor:  Bausch, Schoppe, and Thurlow-Lippisch     
 Opposed:  None 

 
6. Town Manager’s Comments – Town Manager Kellogg indicated the next regular meeting of the 

Commission would be on July 27th and planned on not having any meetings in August, if this met 
with the Commission’s approval.  He anticipates the first TRIM hearing would be September 14, 15, 
16 or 17th, with the final Budget Hearing on September 28.  Noting the concern over the oil spill, 
Mr. Kellogg said he was receiving reports from the County and meeting on a regular basis with 
DEP.  They are formulating plans should tar balls appear in this area along with asking for 
volunteers to undertake a clean-up and will update the commission as plans progress.  The 
playground structure is underway, he said, and some items will have to be purchased by the Town.  
Phil Wintercorn had been called in to produce 18 new swing steps at a cost of $200.  He also 
assured the Commission the playground would be ready by July 1st.  Four trees on A1A fell down 
although they had been braced; one of the four won’t make it and will need to be replaced.  Cmsr. 
Bausch made a motion, seconded by Cmsr. Schoppe to authorize the Town Manager to spend up to 
$3,000.00, if necessary.  All in favor. (3-0) 
In Favor:  Bausch, Schoppe, and Thurlow-Lippisch     

 Opposed:  None 
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7. Comments from Commissioners on topics not on the agenda    

• Cmsr. Bausch talked about the announcement from McCollum to put a cap on Municipal County 
millage. 

• Vice Mayor Thurlow-Lippisch told Chief Cerniglia the new Police cars looked great and gave a 
sense of security to residents.  She also handed out a copy of the minutes from the recent 
TCRLC meeting. 

 
8. Adjourn: There being no further discussion, Cmsr. Bausch made a motion to adjourn the regular 

meeting, seconded by Cmsr. Schoppe , all in favor.  Meeting adjourned at 9:05 P.M. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Ann-Marie S. Basler 
Town Clerk 

 


