
1 
 

         DRAFT                           Town of Sewall’s Point   
 DRAFT 

       Minutes of Public Hearing 
      February 23, 2010 

 
Present:   Mayor Osteen, Vice Mayor Klingensmith, Cmsrs. Schoppe, Subin and Thurlow-

Lippisch, and Town Manager  Kellogg, Attorney Torcivia, Chief Cerniglia and 
Building Official Adams  

 
1. Call to Order - Mayor Osteen called the Public Hearing to order at 7:00 P.M. and asked 

if there were any changes to the agenda.  Hearing none, a motion was made by Cmsr. 
Schoppe, seconded by Vice Mayor Klingensmith to approve the agenda as presented.  All in 
favor. (5-0)    
In Favor:  Schoppe, Subin, Thurlow-Lippisch, Klingensmith and Osteen  

 Opposed:  None 
 

2. Special Exception request - 66 South Sewall’s Point Road, Sewall’s Point, FL, owner 
requests use of a small portion of home for the production and printing of photographs 
on a small-scale basis. 
Representing owner John Longmaid, Attorney Timothy Hanlon said they “Requested this 
Special Exception to allow Mr. Longmaid to use a small portion of his house/garage for 
the production and printing of photographs on a small-scale basis both as a hobby and as 
a small business.”  He went on to say “… This exception would not adversely affect the 
public health, interest, comfort, morals or the general welfare of the Town and its 
residents; and it complies with all of the criteria for granting a special exception.”  
Attorney Hanlon described this request to be a “labor of love.”  Cmsr. Schoppe asked 
what brought on this request to which the attorney responded, Mr. Longmaid was making 
a small renovation to his garage and equipment was shown in the plans that illustrated 
potential business.  They were then contacted by Building Official Adams.  Additional 
questions by Commissioners were asked regarding the possibility of chemicals being 
released into the air/water, and would there be more traffic, with a response to both 
queries of “no.” 
A motion was made by Cmsr. Thurlow-Lippisch, seconded by Cmsr. Subin to approve the 
request for a Special Exception as presented.  All in favor. (5-0) 
In Favor:  Schoppe, Subin, Thurlow-Lippisch, Klingensmith and Osteen  

 Opposed:  None 
 
3. Adjourn:  Public Hearing was adjourned and the Commission moved to go directly into the 

Regular Meeting.  All in favor. (5-0) 
Meeting Adjourned at 7:08 P.M. 
 

Minutes of Regular Meeting 
February 23, 2010 

 
1. Comments from the public on topics not on the agenda  

Resident Jill Flannery asked if consideration could be given to a four-way stop sign at 
Rio Vista/South River Road due to speed; and could something be done about the paper 
Flashes (people don’t want it and the company continues to leave it on their property.) 
Resident Carole Chontos brought up the issue of sidewalks and the need for curbing, 
saying she was against the particular material the Town is suggesting and wants 
something that looks like a conventional sidewalk. 

 
2. Public Hearings & Presentations: 

a. Jayne Bergstrom, SFWMD, Martin/St. Lucie Service Center Director – Ms. Bergstrom 
gave a Power Point presentation along with a lengthy update on a number of projects 
occurring in the district. 

b. Ordinance No. 354 “Construction and Contractors’ Hours,” Second Reading & 
Adoption - Attorney Torcivia read Ordinance No. 354 into the record.  Hearing no 
comment, Cmsr. Subin made a motion, seconded by Cmsr. Schoppe to approve Ordinance 
No. 354.  All in favor. (5-0) 

  In Favor:  Schoppe, Subin, Thurlow-Lippisch, Klingensmith and Osteen  
 Opposed:  None 
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c. Ordinance No. 355 “Noise,” Second Reading & Adoption - Attorney Torcivia read 
Ordinance No. 355 into the record.  Hearing no comment, Cmsr. Thurlow-Lippisch made 
a motion, seconded by Cmsr. Subin to approve Ordinance No. 355.  All in favor. (5-0) 

  In Favor:  Schoppe, Subin, Thurlow-Lippisch, Klingensmith and Osteen  
 Opposed:  None 

 
 
 
 

3. Consent Agenda: 
A motion was made by Cmsr. Subin, seconded by Cmsr. Thurlow-Lippisch to approve the 
Consent Agenda as presented.  All in favor. (5-0) 
In Favor:  Schoppe, Subin, Thurlow-Lippisch, Klingensmith and Osteen  

 Opposed:  None 
 

4. Town Manager’s Comments - Town Manager Kellogg noted: 
• The auditors recommended we have an Investment Policy, and said this could be put 

on next month’s agenda, if so desired; 
• The Audit Review will be held at the March 23, 2010 meeting; 
• He had sent a letter to the manufacturer of the playground equipment. They have 

agreed to replace some of the bolts [due to corrosion] and have asked for 
additional photos.  He reiterated the Town does not want to open the park until 
assured the equipment is safe. 

• There was damage to S. Sewall’s Point Road due to what appears to be a broken 
drainage line. McGregan provided an estimate of $15,700.00 to repair the road (a 
large part of the cost of repair is the repair could be 55’ long), however, Town 
Engineer Capra did not think [the] repair would be that long. 
A lengthy discussion followed with Commissioners asking if bids could be sent out, 
although Town Engineer Capra stated he felt it was an “emergency repair” and 
would like this done as quickly as possible.  He went on to say the Town has 
continuing service with McGregan and they were the only company who gave an 
estimate.  Questions were asked i.e., how often the road was checked, what the 
diagnostics were, with responses by Town Manager Kellogg. It was also suggested 
the Town meet with McGregan to discuss the continuing service agreement.  Cmsr. 
Schoppe said some considerations were more valid than others and although there 
might be a $1,000 saving, this was not an elective.  Again, Town Engineer Capra 
stated “this [road] could cave in at anytime” and expressed concern about going 
out to bid (and/or getting quotes), but said it could be done in the next couple of 
days.  After continued discussion, the Commission directed and authorized Town 
Manager Kellogg to spend up to $15,000 for the best/lowest repair.  Concluding, 
Mayor Osteen said, “This is a public safety concern.”  

• The next meeting of the Commission is set for March 23, 2010. 
• Cmsr. Thurlow-Lippisch questioned Town Manager Kellogg about the costs to the 

Town for applications submitted to FEMA re. raising of homes.  He explained if 
FEMA approved those applications, there would be a reimbursement to the Town of 
a 5% administrative fee and a 2% building permit fee for all projects funded, and 
concluded that the initial cost to the Town “was money well spent.” 

• Chief Cerniglia commended his Police Officers for several instances, citing 
specifics, in which they assisted or captured suspects in and around the Sewall’s 
Point area.  Mayor Osteen asked the Chief to extend the Commission’s appreciation 
to the officers for their efforts and hard work. 

 
5. Comments from Commissioners on topics not on the agenda 

Cmsr. Thurlow-Lippisch - 
• asked Town Manager Kellogg to post “No Soliciting” signs 
• said the County Commission changed their speed limit to 25 mph and asked, “Why 

can’t we?” 
• thanked Mr. Kellogg for sending out the Invasive Plant flyer to all residents. 
• said we had received $4,000 from Treasure Coast Lexus Owner Sandy Woods to 

fund the First Social Season of the Sewall’s Point Cultural Committee. 
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Adjourn: There being no further discussion, Vice Mayor Klingensmith made a motion to 
adjourn, seconded by Cmsr. Subin, all in favor.  Meeting adjourned at 8:30 P.M. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
Ann-Marie S. Basler  
Town Clerk 


