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      Town of Sewall’s Point 
       Minutes of Regular Meeting 

May 25, 2010 
 
Present:   Mayor Klingensmith, Vice Mayor Thurlow-Lippisch, Cmsrs. Bausch, Busha, and 

Schoppe, and Town Manager Kellogg, Attorney Torcivia, Chief Cerniglia  
         
1. Call to Order – Mayor Klingensmith called the Meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. and asked if 

there were any changes to the agenda.  Cmsr. Schoppe asked to make a new Item 5a. Overview 
of Sidewalks; Cmsr. Bausch asked to change Item 3c. Martha Bennett to Katie McGiveron.  
Hearing no other changes, a motion was made by Cmsr. Bausch, seconded by Cmsr. Schoppe to 
approve the agenda with the changes indicated.  All in favor. (5-0)    
In Favor:  Bausch, Busha, Schoppe, Thurlow-Lippisch and Klingensmith    
 Opposed:  None 

 
2. Comments from the public on topics not on the agenda –  

Resident Escue indicated he missed the last meeting and wanted clarification on watering.  
Mayor Klingensmith explained that due to SFWMD exemptions, you can water 3 days per 
week, we only recommend 2 day per week.   
 

3. Public Hearings & Presentations:  
a. “Officer of the Year” - Chief Cerniglia announced Officer Bonnie Rae Bare had received 

the “Officer of the Year” award due to her commitment to the Town along with her 
willingness to take on added responsibility that showed her ability.  He also said in 1962 
legislation was passed marking May 15th as Law Enforcement Memorial Day and said it was 
fitting to recognize Ofcr. Bare for her contribution at this time.  The Chief awarded 
Ofcr. Bare with a plaque and thanked her, as did the Commission.  He also recognized Lt. 
Tina Ciechanowski who had completed 20 years of service to the Town.  

Presentations regarding Amendment No. 4 
b. Toby Overdorf, Economic Council of Martin County – Amendment No. 4 – Representing 

the Economic Council of Martin County, Mr. Overdorf said Amendment No. 4 “Takes away 
the ability of the Town to Plan.”  He went on to say this amendment will cause delays, be 
expensive and may affect the election process (having an election every year), and 
ultimately it was not good for FL or for jobs. 

c. Katie McGiveron, local advocate, spoke in support of Amendment No. 4 saying she got 
involved because of changes seen in her own community that affected their quality of 
life.  She said this amendment gives people a vote [before you have to pay for it.]    Ms. 
McGiveron said elections will be the same as they are now except that people will vote 
first, and then it will go before the commission on the next scheduled election.  She 
concluded by saying “Land use decisions are “forever” and we deserve a vote.” 

A brief rebuttal period was given and at the conclusion, the Commission thanked both Mr. 
Overdorf and Ms. McGiveron for their comments. 
d. Jim Egan, Executive Director, Marine Resources Council – Fertilizing along shoreline - 

Mr. Egan explained the repercussions of fertilizing along the shoreline.  He went on to 
say the model ordinance calls for 1.) eliminating phosphorous from fertilizer for lawn 
care use;  2.) having a slow-release nitrogen; and 3.) no fertilizing during rainy season.  
It should be noted that agriculture is exempt.  Mayor Klingensmith said, “Community 
education is the most important tool.” 

e. Ordinance No. 356, Fence, Amending Chapter 82, Article IV, §82-276 - First Reading – 
Ordinance No. 356 was read into the record by Attorney Torcivia.  There was a brief 
discussion and a motion was made by Cmsr. Schoppe, seconded by Vice Mayor Thurlow-
Lippisch to approve Ordinance No. 356, Fence, Amending Chapter 82, Article IV, §82-276 
for a first reading.  All in favor. (5-0) 
In Favor:  Bausch, Busha, Schoppe, Thurlow-Lippisch and Klingensmith   

 Opposed:  None 
f. Ordinance No. 357, Amending Chapter 2 “Administration,” Article VI “Finance,” §2-261, 

262 – First Reading - Ordinance No. 357 was read into the record by Attorney Torcivia.  
There was a brief discussion in which Vice Mayor Thurlow-Lippisch asked Attorney 
Torcivia to explain the ordinance.  Atty. Torcivia said it was merely ‘piggybacking’ on 
state contracts for bulk purchases at their rate.  A motion was made by Cmsr. Schoppe, 
seconded by Cmsr. Busha to approve Ordinance No. 357, Amending Chapter 2 
“Administration,” Article VI “Finance,” §2-261, 262 for a first reading.  All in favor. (5-0) 
In Favor:  Bausch, Busha, Schoppe, Thurlow-Lippisch and Klingensmith   

 Opposed:  None 
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4. Consent Agenda – A motion was made by Vice Mayor Thurlow-Lippisch, seconded by Cmsr. 
Bausch to approve the consent agenda as noted.  All in favor. (5-0) 
In Favor:  Bausch, Busha, Schoppe, Thurlow-Lippisch and Klingensmith   

 Opposed:  None 
 

 
 
 
 

5. New Business: 
a. Sidewalks - Cmsr. Schoppe gave an overview of the sidewalk project and indicated he had 

called residents who had expressed a concern to him and who were in support of 
sidewalks.  He talked about the materials used on S. Sewall’s Point Road in terms of 
drainage and how people are not happy with the product; Town Hall to Miramar was 
discussed in terms of safety for the children also saying it would be good for the 
children on North Sewall’s Point Road to get down this end of Town.  He talked about 
the economy and maybe this wasn’t the best time to be doing this, and said the Town 
Manager needs direction from the Commission at this time.  There were several residents 
who spoke in favor of sidewalks and the safety of their children, how there are young 
drivers in town who are inexperienced, and some who said, “Fix it now.”   

b. Appointment of Frank Tidikus to the Board of Zoning & Adjustment (from Alternate 
member) – A motion was made by Cmsr. Bausch to appoint Richard Baron to the open 
position on the BZA.  Vice Mayor Thurlow-Lippisch asked the Commission to reconsider 
Douette Pryce, saying Mr. Baron has had the opportunity to serve and there is a 
responsibility to bring new people to the Town.  Cmsr. Schoppe said as was discussed 
previously, Mr. Pryce was the first to offer his service and that should be respected.   
The motion failed. (2-3) Cmsr. Schoppe, Vice Mayor Thurlow-Lippisch and Mayor 
Klingensmith voted no.  Vice Mayor Thurlow-Lippisch made a motion, seconded by Cmsr. 
Schoppe to appoint Frank Tidikus to the BZA.  All in favor.  (5-0) 
In Favor:  Bausch, Busha, Schoppe, Thurlow-Lippisch and Klingensmith   

 Opposed:  None 
c. Appointment of Alternate to the Board of Zoning & Adjustment  - Vice Mayor Thurlow-

Lippisch made a motion, seconded by Cmsr. Schoppe to appoint Douette Pryce as an 
Alternate to the BZA.  Vote taken.  (4-1) 
In Favor:  Busha, Schoppe, Thurlow-Lippisch and Klingensmith                 

Opposed: Bausch 
d. Approval of Audit Firm of DiBartolomeo, McBee, Hartley & Barnes to conduct audit of 

Town records for the 2008-2009 Fiscal Year – Cmsr. Bausch stated he did not support 
this firm.  He elaborated further by saying we have a small staff and in his past 
experience, this firm placed a heavy burden on the staff, and the lowest bidder is not 
always best for the Town.  Mayor Klingensmith said there were some issues in the 
engagement letter that needed clarification and asked Town Manager Kellogg to bring 
back at the next meeting. A motion was made by Cmsr. Bausch, seconded by Cmsr. Busha to 
table the approval of this Audit Firm to conduct an audit.  All in favor. (5-0) 
In Favor:  Bausch, Busha, Schoppe, Thurlow-Lippisch and Klingensmith   

 Opposed:  None 
e. Approval of Resolution No. 706, Ex Parte Communication – Attorney Torcivia read 

Resolution No. 706 into the record.  He then explained this generally is a land 
use/zoning issue saying courts are making decisions based on what is heard; that State 
law says if anyone has discussed a matter with a commissioner prior to the meeting, they 
have to disclose it.  A motion was made by Cmsr. Bausch, seconded by Vice Mayor 
Thurlow-Lippisch to approve Resolution No. 706.  All in favor. (5-0) 

f. Approval of Resolution No. 707, Budget Transfer - Town Manager Kellogg explained that 
there were additional expenses for the planning and design of the sidewalks and was 
requesting a budget transfer of $15,000.  There was a lengthy discussion and a motion 
was made by Cmsr. Bausch, seconded by Cmsr. Busha to approve Resolution No. 707.  Vote 
taken (4-1) 
In Favor:  Bausch, Busha, Schoppe, and Klingensmith                            

Opposed:  Thurlow-Lippisch 
 
6. Town Manager’s Comments - Town Manager Kellogg asked for direction from the 

Commission on whether the grant from DEP Indian River Lagoon was going to be accepted by 
them or would the Town pay with an estimated cost of $190,000.  Discussion followed with 
questions being asked and responded to with a motion being made by Cmsr. Bausch, seconded 
by Vice Mayor Thurlow-Lippisch to send a letter to management saying we thank them, but 
due to economic issues at the time in the state, we are going to pass.  Vote taken. (4-1) 
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In Favor:  Bausch, Busha, Thurlow-Lippisch and Klingensmith                            
Opposed:  Schoppe 

  
7. Comments from Commissioners on topics not on the agenda  - None 

 
8. Adjourn: There being no further discussion, Cmsr. Bausch made a motion to adjourn the 

regular meeting, seconded by Cmsr. Schoppe , all in favor.  Meeting adjourned at 9:25 P.M. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Ann-Marie S. Basler 
Town Clerk 

 


