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Town of Sewall’s Point 
Executive Session 

June 8, 2010 
 
1. Call to Order - Mayor Klingensmith called the Executive Session to order at 6:00 P.M.  Attorney 

Torcivia said the Executive Session was private, and immediately following the session will be 
the Public Workshop at 7:00 P.M.   

 
Public Meeting 

 
Present:   Mayor Klingensmith, Vice Mayor Thurlow-Lippisch, Cmsrs. Bausch, Busha and Schoppe, and 

Town Manager Kellogg and Attorney Torcivia  
Absent: Chief Cerniglia and Building Official Adams 

 
1. Call to Order - Mayor Klingensmith called the Workshop to order at 7:00 P.M. and asked if there 

were any changes to the agenda.  Hearing none, a motion was made by Cmsr. Schoppe, seconded by 
Cmsr. Bausch to approve the agenda as presented.  All in favor. (5-0) 
In Favor:  Bausch, Busha, Schoppe, Thurlow-Lippisch, and Klingensmith  
 Opposed:  None 
 

2. Comments from the public on topics not on the agenda  
• Ella Ford had a question and made a suggestion:  1.) There is a ‘hole’ road down by where the 

sidewalks are and wanted to know it hasn’t been repaired.  Town Manager Kellogg said AT&T 
is making repairs to their system and will repair the road as well.  2.) She suggested that in 
the future, presentations be limited in the amount of time given as at the last meeting, 
presentations went on for about an hour and one-half. 

  
3. Old Business: None 

 
4.  New Business:  

a. Discussion of Regional Transit Organization Interlocal Agreement - Director Beth Beltran 
gave a lengthy presentation/update on the Interlocal Agreement for the Treasure Coast RTO.  
She said the plan recommended the formation of a regional transit organization, and the 
purpose of the RTO was to address public transit issues in Martin County (and St. Lucie).  
She also noted the Town would have an elected official sit on the board, appointed by the 
Commission.  Some of the reasons for the TRO include:  

• develop a strategy for the transition to and creation of an RTA 
• provide improved services and public transit information to the public 
• review funding constraints and opportunities, and provide recommendations for 

funding 
to name a few.  Don Donaldson from the County was also present.  Resident Gleichmann said, 
“There was a lot of confusion or lack of understanding of what this is all about …” and 
questioned how the Town could sign on as this is the first look.  The Town did not sign on 
said Cmsr. Bausch, and this would have to be put on the agenda.  (Draft Agreement available 
in the Office of the Town Clerk for viewing.) 

b. Presentation Regarding Federal Sustainable Communities Initiative - Michael Busha, 
Executive Director of the TCRPC, gave an update on the HUD Sustainable Communities 
Initiative, the collaboration being made by federal agencies, and the creation of super 
regions and the opportunities associated with [super regions].  A lengthy question and 
answer period followed.  Concluding, Mr. Busha said a letter of support needed to be filed 
with HUD by July/August. 

c. Discussion of Model Fertilizer Ordinance - Cmsr. Bausch began discussion by suggesting 
residents not fertilize during the rainy season.  He said the ordinance being discussed was a 
“model” for the Town’s review and comment.  At that time, Vice Mayor Thurlow-Lippisch said 
local authorities are being encouraged to come up with our own ordinance, and that “…We 
should be doing something for our river.”  She went on to say the run-off that goes into the 
river is a detriment and that people applying fertilizer should be following ‘best practice.’  
A lengthy discussion ensued and it was determined that education continues to be the best 
way to inform residents.  This could be done via the Town’s newsletter.  After further 
discussion, Cmsr. Schoppe suggested putting this on the agenda and sending out a flyer to 
residents.  Resident Ella Ford said if it cannot be enforced, it is a waste of time; awareness is 
the most important thing. 

d. Discussion of FDOT Landscaping of A1A - Cmsr. Bausch said the resurfacing of the road was 
within the normal cycle, per FDOT.  Handouts were given to assist in explaining the proposal, 
which is to start at the base of the Evans Crary Bridge.  FDOT will include a bike lane on 
both north/south sides of A1A and will be 4’ wide, travel lanes will be 11’ wide, he said.  
Conversation around costs to the Town and the possible release of any returned project 
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monies was discussed, along with the suggestion by Cmsr. Busha to have a professional 
engineer prepare a report as to what could be done, rather than the Town Manager and/or 
Cmsr. Bausch whose expertise she questioned.  She went on to say MPO works for the Town 
and the Town should be telling them what it wants. 

e. Discussion of Repairs to Playground - A proposal was received for the repairs to the 
playground structure from Bayview Construction, said Town Manager Kellogg.  He went on 
to say the original company sent the nuts and bolts along with the lumber to replace the 
fractured pieces of wood.  Bayview anticipates completing the work within two weeks of  
 
 
 
approval and asked the Commission to support this request.  Conversation continued around 
warranty issues, costs and where the money comes from, and timeline.  It was decided to place 
on the next agenda. 

f. Review of Preliminary 2010-2011 Budget – In preparation for the budget, Town Manager 
Kellogg said they will be able to reduce the millage from 2.230 to approximately a millage 
rate of 2.180.  This would reduce the budget by approximately $50,000, he said, and expenses 
would remain the same except for the increase in Fire Rescue costs of $140,000, when the 
City of Stuart begins providing service on October 1.  Cmsr. Busha said there should be 
conversations regarding raises (salary), cuts, days off, and for the record she is opposed to 
any staff raises.  She went on to question sick leave/health care reimbursement, and said she 
would like all this discussed at the next meeting.  Town Manager Kellogg asked to have the 
Building Department’s clerk returned to at least 25 hours per week.  Cmsr. Busha asked what 
was “White Heat?”  Responding, Town Manager Kellogg noted that the Town had changed their 
software system from DataPro to QuickBooks and learned that White Heat was a consultant 
with many years of financial experience and was also QuickBooks certified and could teach 
staff the  software.  At the same time, he said, auditors had recommended we have a 
‘separation of duties’ to which he had White Heat perform bank reconciliations, etc.  Cmsr. 
Thurlow-Lippisch reaffirmed the auditor recommendation.  Conversation continued with 
questions by the Commission and responses given.  A year-to-date accounting will be given to 
the Commission by Town Manager Kellogg. 
 

5. Town Manager’s Comments  
• There will be a Blood Drive at the Town Commons on Friday, June 11th from 10 A.M. to 2 

P.M.  
• Rep. Federman will be in attendance at the June 22nd meeting to give an update on what is 

happening in Tallahassee. 
• Asked the Commission for direction in dealing with DEP.  It was determined that Town 

Manager Kellogg would contact DEP and inquire about the 60/40 match and come back to 
the Commission with updated information. 

 
6. Comments from Commissioners on topics not on the agenda 

Vice Mayor Thurlow-Lippisch extended thanks to Waste Management   
 

7. Adjourn:  There being no further discussion, Vice Mayor Thurlow-Lippisch made a motion to 
adjourn, seconded by Cmsr. Schoppe, all in favor.  Meeting adjourned at 9:55 P.M. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Ann-Marie S. Basler  
Town Clerk 


